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You have arrived at the end of your journey through your pursuit of a Bachelor’s
Degree in the study of International Studies. Let me be blunt, the end is not supposed
to be like this. You do deserve more honor and recognition that we are able to
provide. Know that we all feel cheated that you are not able to have this experience.
Also know the University will gather everyone together in August to offer the proper
in person recognition you all deserve. Until then…
Times like these are tough. But as a class, tough experiences are the norm. You have
experienced major disruptions as students. Whether it be recovering from
Hurricanes Florence and Dorian, and now staying at home to keep ourselves safe
and those around you safe.
At the same time, let’s admit the obvious. As students, you are unique for these
experiences. You, as Students, are put through more disruption than other students.
You are required, when possible, to travel overseas and to have an international
experience. Let us take a moment to explore what that is, and why that makes you
more resilient in this moment than you may realize.
Going overseas means you leave behind a network of friends, family, and a society
and culture you now very well. In going overseas you expose yourself to new people,
new learning environments, and experiences that cannot be replicated in a
classroom. You learn about cultural and social globalization in class. But in what
way can that lecture ever match the experience, seeing it in real time, with real
impact. You are exposed to new languages, foods, and opportunities to do things you
would not have imagined. As a student we expose you to a disruptive experience,
and you are required to navigate it.
Did you understand then that this experience would provide you with skills to
navigate a world riddled with disruption? Did you understand that your experience
would make you resilient in the face of challenges, like Hurricanes, and Pandemics?
Likely not. After all we do not send you out with the expectation that you would
have to face natural disasters of this nature, or public health crises. At the same time,
what we do know in our own experiences is that life will throw at you much
uncertainty. The best we can do in your time with us is prepare you the best we can
to meet these challenges with confidence and grace.
To the Class of 2020…Erica, Helen, Miranda, Becca, Harlan, Olivia, Tyler, Porter,
Matthew, Sadie, Fisher, Sullivan, Sharon Cheryl, Kaileigh, Kirsten, Ali, Juliana,
Thomas, Giulia, Jessica, Nekesa, Victoria, Madison, Emre, Casey, Marissa, AlyssaRae, Michelle, and Shawn…We congratulate you on everything. Congratulations for
finishing, congratulations on your experiences, congratulations on starting your
future, and congratulations…and most of all Thank You so much for the chance to be
a part of your lives. You have left marks on us all. We will move ahead treasuring
the experiences you have brought to us.
Daniel Masters
Chair, Department of International Studies.

2020
GRADUATING CLASS
ANDERSEN, ERICA MARIE
BREWER, HELEN ALEXANDRA
BURCH, MIRANDA NICOLE
BUSTLE, REBECCA GRACE
CATO, HARLAN SCOTT
CLINE, OLIVIA ANNETTE
DEMEY, TYLER DANIEL
ELLISON, PORTER JEFFREY

PARKER, KIRSTEN ABIGAIL
SIGMA IOTA RHO
PATTERSON, ALI MICHELLE
REYES, JULIANA GUADALUPE
RITCHIE, THOMAS CHARLES
SARIGU, GIULIA
SIGMA IOTA RHO
SARSONY, JESSICA
SCHUTTE, NEKESA VIRGINIA
STEAGALL, VICTORIA LEE

FLEMING, MATTHEW FLETCHER
STEPHENSON, MADISON
FRYE, SADIE ANN
TANER, EMRE SINAN
FULLERTON, FISHER JAMES
GRIFFIN, SULLIVAN KATE
JUMOKE, SHARON ANN
MIHALIK, CHERYL ALEXA
SIGMA IOTA RHO
MORA, KAILEIGH

TIDWELL, CASEY LINN
TURNER, MARISSA ROSE
WHALEY, ALYSSA-RAE L
WHITING, MICHELLE
WORRELL, SHAWN ROBERT

WHAT IS THE CHANCELLOR'S CHALLENGE?
The Chancellor's Challenge, part of the Class Giving Campaign, has become an
important tradition at UNCW. Each year, hundreds of graduating Seahawks give back
to the university they love to support the areas of campus that inspire them most.
Chancellor Sartarelli will match your class gift with his own personal gift to support
scholarships!

WHY GIVE?
UNCW helped shape the person you are today. Where would you be without that
scholarship, that standout professor, the state-of-the-art facilities or that life-changing
study abroad trip? Now is your chance to help make a difference for the Seahawks
following in your footsteps!

HOW TO GIVE TO INTERNATIONAL STUDIES?
1.) Go to the website below or click on the QR code.
2.) Select the amount you'd like to contribute. (Remember,
amounts over $20.20 will be matched by the Chancellor!)
3.) VERY IMPORTANT - Search for International Studies in the
Area to Support Section and select the International Studies
Department. If you don't, your donation will not be contributed to
the International Studies Department.
4.) Complete the rest of the form and submit.

https://giving.uncw.edu/giving-forms/seniors

