A note from the director of CMS, Dr. Martin Posey:
Fall Break and Halloween are past and Thanksgiving is just 3
weeks away – the semester seems to have flown by. The tremendous
enthusiasm and effort of the coastal and marine science faculty and
staff is impressive , as exemplified by the wide range and depth of our
activities. Best wishes and good luck as we enter the final weeks of the
semester! Following are some activities from October submitted by
faculty and staff.

Outreach, Recognitions, & Other Notables


Mike Mallin (CMS) was interviewed by various reporters from the Atlantic, Reuters News, and
Knowledge@Wharton business radio regarding potential pollution impacts of flooded CAFOs
following Hurricane Matthew.



Troy Alphin (Biology and Marine Biology/CMS), Ami Wilber (BMB and Shellfish Research Hatchery)
and Chuck Weirick (NC SeaGrant) hosted a workshop on shellfish culture at CMS on 15 Oct.



Scott Baker and Lisa Humphrey (North Carolina Sea Grant, CMS)
staffed a NC seafood and science themed educational booth at the
2nd Annual Wilmington Seafood Festival held October 22-23, 2016
at Watermark Marina on the Cape Fear River. Other than the NC
Aquarium mobile exhibit on Sunday, their North Carolina Sea
Grant exhibit was the only marine science themed educational
booth among the 70 total vendors at this growing event. The
event attracted at least 5,000 attendees and may be a good venue
for other marine science themed outreach opportunities in our
community. Find festival info here.



Martin Posey (BMB and CMS) was interviewed by Seafood Watch regarding the stoplight
management approach used for blue crab management in North Carolina.

Presentations & Publications


Troy Alphin (BMB / CMS) presented “Past, Present and Future of our Marine Environments: a legacy of local
culture” to a packed house at the Town of St. James on 20 Oct. There were 160 residents present with a
significant waiting list. Students Ed Arb, Jake Torok, Madison Lytle, Caroline Longerbeam, and Ashley Wileman
provided poster presentations and Martin Posey (BMB / CMS) also provided a short update of happenings in
coastal and marine science at UNCW.



Dr. Alina Szmant (BMB / CMS) gave an invited presentation about CISME at the 2016 EcoCIEC conference in
Cayo Coco, Cuba on October 27th. CIEC (Centro de Investigaciones Ecologicas Costeras) is one of the premier
coastal studies institutes in Cuba and UNCW has an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) for collaboration
with this Institute.



Mike Mallin, CMS, gave the public presentation “Stormwater Runoff Pollution and Protecting Our Waterways”
at the Climate Change Speaker Series in downtown Wilmington.



Hall, M. O., Furman, B. T. Merello, M., Durako, M. J., 2016. Recurrence of Thalassia testudinum die-off in Florida
Bay. 12th International Seagrass Biology Workshop, Nant Gwrtheyrn, Wales, October 16-21, 2016. (Presented by
Durako) (BMB)



Pineda MC, Lorente B, López-Legentil S, Palacín C, Turon X (2016) Spatial heterogeneity, temporal
homogeneity: genetic structure in harbor populations of the introduced ascidian Styela plicata. XIX Iberian
Symposium on Marine Biology Studies. Porto (Portugal). (BMB). Abstract published in Frontiers in Marine
Science, doi: 10.3389/conf.FMARS.2016.05.00185



Evans J, López-Legentil S, Shenkar N, Erwin PM (2016) Aiding and abetting: characterizing the diversity, hostspecificity, and potential function of microbial symbionts in introduced North Carolina ascidians. Meeting of
the North Carolina Branch of the American Society for Microbiology. Wilmington NC (USA). (BMB)



Gantt S, López-Legentil S, Erwin PM (2016) Indifferent to pollution: Stable microbial communities in the sponge
Crambe crambe from inside and outside a Mediterranean harbor. Meeting of the North Carolina Branch of the
American Society for Microbiology. Wilmington NC (USA) (BMB)



Erwin PM, Rhodes RG, Kiser KB, Keenan-Bateman TF, McLellan WA, Pabst DA (October 2016). Diversity and
structure of the gut microbiome in pygmy (Kogia breviceps) and dwarf (K. sima) sperm whales. North Carolina
American Society for Microbiology Annual Meeting, Wilmington NC (USA) (BMB)
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Presentations & Publications


Sarah Karafas and Alexis Marti from the Algal Resources Collection lab at MARBIONC attended the 2016
International Conference on Harmful Algae in Florianopolis, Brazil.
 Sarah presented an oral session on her paper,: The
phylogenetics and morphometrics of newly described
species, Coolia santacroce and Coolia
palmyrensis (Dinophyceae).
 Alexis presented a poster session on: A newly designed
closed, stirred-tank photobioreactor system for producing
mass densities of dinoflagellate and other selected
microalgae.
 At the same meeting, the Algal Resource Collection of
MARIONC partnered with IKA Works (Wilmington NC) to
present and market IKA’s new 10L photobioreactor for culturing fragile marine algae.
 IKA developed the product line in close collaboration with the Carmelo Tomas group at MARBIONC,
and continues to modify and enlarge the culture capacity to 100L for bioactive compound isolation and
development.



Cole, A. M., Durako, M. J., Hall, M. O. 2016. Relationships between water quality variables and benthic
macrophyte communities in Florida Bay. 12th International Seagrass Biology Workshop, Nant Gwrtheyrn,
Wales, October 16-21, 2016. (BMB)



Hall, M. O., Furman, B. T., Merello, M. Durako, M. J. 2016. Recurrence of Thalassia testudinum seagrass die-off
in Florida Bay: Initial observations. Marine Ecology Progress Series doi: 10.3354/meps11923. Accepted for
publication. (BMB)



CHM faculty Ralph Mead and Steve Skrabal, and CHM grad students Alex Taylor and Matt Casas each gave
talks at a session on emerging contaminants at the SERMACS meeting in Columbia, SC on October 22. Dr.
Mead spoke about the photobiogeochemical cycling of brevetoxins, Dr. Skrabal presented on metals and
organic contaminants in oysters in southeastern North Carolina, and Alex and Matt spoke about aspects of
ethanol in rainwater.

Grants


Wade O. Watanabe, Md. Shah Alam and Patrick M. Carroll (CMS) received notice that their proposal, “Pilotcommercial evaluation of salt-incorporated diets for black sea bass production in a low-salinity recirculating
aquaculture system: expanding coastal siting options for U.S. land-based finfish mariculture” has been funded
by Saltonstall-Kennedy (NOAA Fisheries) ($195,446 for 2 years).
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Grants


Jennifer Dorton; North Carolina Sea Grant Extension Agent Project: Moving the NOAA North Carolina
Sentinel Site Cooperative forward through collaborative extension; NOAA National Sea Grant Office
(NSGO); $108,284.00 (Earth and Ocean Sciences / CMS)



Frederick Bingham; Multi-Scale Data Assimilation, Forecasting and Modeling in Support of SPURS-2;
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA); $35,000.00 (Physics and Physical
Oceanography)



Jay Styron and Stephen Hall; NOAA Survey Support; Cardinal Point Captains, Inc.; $13,854.00 (CMS)

CMS & Partners


CREST campus open house (1 Oct): The fall open house was a great success due to the tremendous
help from many faculty, students and staff. Approximately 185 people participated in the guided tour
and many more were involved with the informational booths and activities that comprised the marine
science carnival. There were exhibits from all the coastal and marine science departments,
MarineQuest, as well as many affiliated organizations and special research programs. We received a
number of very complementary report from visitors while they were there as well as on social media
afterwards.



We have had a variety of visitors to the CREST campus over the past month. Some examples include:
 The UNCW Board of Visitors held their October meeting at CMS. They had several presentations
from UNCW faculty followed by a tour of the CREST campus:
 BoV presentations:
- Posey: UNCW Coastal and Marine Science overview
- Ami Wilbur (BMB and Shellfish Research Hatchery) and Troy Alphin (BMB and CMS):
Shellfish Hatchery Program and the NC Oyster Steering Committee
- Lynn Leonard (EOS): Coastal Observing Program
 The UNCW Board of Trustees had their October meeting reception at CMS, including tours of the
CREST campus.
 University of Hertfordshire (United Kingdom) representatives (Deputy VC Ian Campbell and
Secretary/Registrar Sue Grant) visited and toured campus to discuss possible collaborations.
 UNCW BoG liaison Harry Hinton visited and toured the CREST campus
 Six representatives from Guangdong Ocean University (Provost, relevant Deans and faculty) visited
CMS to discuss possible student and faculty exchanges.
4

CMS & Partners


From Wilson Freshwater (CMS): The long-term underwater PAR
logging system has been deployed.



Follow-up on the October 14 Safety and Active Shooter training:
 The EH&S

safety presentation can be obtained from Brittani.

 In response

to discussions at the meeting, the UNCW Police Department is working on ways

to increase police presence at the CREST campus.



Upcoming events:
 November 8th -

Planet Ocean Seminar #2, presented by Dr. Ami Wilbur, Troy Alphin, and Dr.

Martin Posey - 6:30pm - CMS Auditorium. “Shellfish Aquaculture and Coastal Habitat

Restoration: Challenges and unique opportunities”
 November 14th -

Nelson Mandela University Speaker, Dr. Patrick Vrancken (CMS Sponsored) -

4pm - Dobo 103. “International Law Implications of Sea Level Rise.”
 November 21st

- Faculty & Staff Meeting - 4pm - Catered campus social to Follow - CMS

Auditorium & Lobby



NC Coastal Reserve & National Estuarine Research Reserve “Tidal Flat” Fall 2016 newsletter.
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CMS & Partners


News from MBCOI:
 Cucalorus CONNECT 2016, November 9-13, 2016: Join the Wilmington/Carolina Coast Innovation Council

(InnovateSENC) at the panel on “Notion to Ocean: Ideas Translated into Products” featuring innovation,
technology, and creativity to transform the economy, both locally and around the world.
 International Connections: be sure to sign up for MBCOI’s newsletter today so you won’t miss highlights

from the 2016 BioMarine Business Convention in Oslo, Norway and CaliConf in Cali, Colombia.
 Something Fishy going on…INLAND: According to a recent blog by Jim Shamp of the NC Biotechnology

Center, several Piedmont Triad companies are looking to expand- read Jim’s excellent article.
 NCIdea: Marine biotech has been getting a lot of attention recently.

Sandbar Oyster Co. was awarded a

$50,000 NC IDEA grant this summer and Kepley Biosystems and Planktos have just been nominated as
semi-finalists. Start planning now for NCIdea’s Spring grant cycle which typically opens in mid-February.
More information can be found on their website.
 Fish 2.0 connects seafood businesses and investors to grow the sustainable seafood sector. The 2017

competition officially opens for entries in January, and will be divided into several thematic and regional
tracks. Businesses in each track will compete against one another to pitch at the Fish 2.0 and to win cash
prizes. Check out their website for opportunities and launch details.



News from Human Resources: New salary guidelines for EHRA (EPA) employees which may impact grant
budget development:
 The Department of Labor recently changed the salary guidelines for overtime exemption status which

moved the salary threshold for positions classified as exempt from overtime eligibility. Effective
December 1, 2016, all positions classified as EHRA, not eligible for the teaching or academic administrative
exemption and falling below the new annual salary threshold of $47,476, will be reclassified as nonexempt
(hourly). This means affected positions will be eligible for overtime (comp-time) at one-and-a-half accrual
for any hours worked over 40 in a workweek. If you have any questions regarding whether a position may
fall in this category, please contact SPARC for proposal budget development assistance.
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News from MarineQuest:
 MarineQuest welcomes its newest AmeriCorps member, Carey Goldman.

Carey received a BS in

Environmental Science and Policy - Marine and Coastal Management from the University of Maryland and
earned a Master of Science in Water Science, Policy and Management from the University of Oxford. Carey
will be serving as the coordinator for MarineQuest’s Project Ocean Change. He will be developing and

teaching interactive lessons to engage middle school learners with climate literacy. Carey is excited to meet
UNCW colleagues who are also working on topics/research related to climate change and would potentially be
willing to share their knowledge and expertise with him. Carey can be reached at gst-goldmanc@uncw.edu or
(910) 742-9289.
 Sue Kezios is presenting at the North Carolina Bridging the Gap conference as part of STEM Collider:

a

convergence of the K-16 STEM ecosystem. Sue will the presenting “UNCW MarineQuest – what we’ve built
and learned from 36 years of STEM outreach programming”. The presentation will include highlights of
UNCW student, faculty and staff support of the program and how this has enriched the curriculum and served

the participants.
 The Blue Heron Bowl is back!

After six years of staging at our sister institutions, the North Carolina version of

ocean sciences bowl returns to our campus for the next two years. The competition will be held on Saturday,
February 18, 2017 on main campus in the Watson College of Education. WCE has graciously turned over most
of the building and its classrooms to us for the bowl. CMS faculty, staff and students are encouraged to
participate. There is no job too small that we cannot use your help. Can you run? We have a job for you. Can
you add? We have a job for you, too! Seriously, we need your support – knowledge, expertise, judgement,
and time - to make this an outstanding marine sciences event. If you are interested in helping, or would like
more information please contact Erin Moran at morane@uncw.edu or 962-2992.
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