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VISION
UNCW will be recognized for excellence
in everything it does, for its global mindset,
and for its community engagement.

Dear Friends:
As I reflect on the trials and triumphs of 2020, I feel immense pride in the
supportive and safe community that our students, faculty and staff created
together. We learned how to teach, learn, connect, engage and evolve in a
dramatically different environment that seemingly changed overnight. And
yet, we kept going. We kept researching, discovering and creating. We kept
leading, inspiring and serving. We honored our mission and helped our
largest-ever student body keep soaring.
Years from now, when UNCW historians look back at this time, they
will recognize that the Seahawk community faced remarkable hardship
with unforgettable grace. In 2020, our campus community developed
and followed effective solutions to mitigate myriad COVID-19 challenges.
Students, faculty and staff pushed UNCW to do a better job of embracing
and sustaining diversity, equity and inclusion. The university continued
to grow and thrive, opening new buildings, launching innovative programs,
and celebrating new achievements, as the pages of this report clearly convey.
Despite its relentless challenges, 2020 may well go down in university history
as an important turning point in the trajectory of UNCW’s success.
Go Seahawks!

Jose V. Sartarelli
Chancellor

student
focus
Commitment to put
student success at the
center of everything
we do – teaching,
research and service

excellence

diversity

Commitment to excellence
in teaching, research and
service and focus on
quality and distinction

Commitment to
inclusiveness and to
embracing unique
contributions

VA LU E S
innovation

integrity
Commitment to honesty
and exercise of high
moral principles

Commitment to continuous
improvement and
breakthrough advances
to ensure distinctiveness

community
engagement
Commitment to value
creation and expertise to
achieve mutual benefits
for community
and university

These values have inspired UNCW since our
founding in 1947, and they continued to lift our
Seahawk spirits in 2020 despite the relentless
challenges that shaped the year on our campus,
in our community and around the world.

Facing Adversity:
COVID-19 and
Hurricane Isaias

Fall 2020

The global pandemic caused by COVID-19 tested UNCW in countless
ways, and the Seahawk community responded with resilient attitudes and
creative solutions. Like many institutions, we quickly pivoted in the spring
of 2020 to close campus residence halls and transition classes and other
programming to online models. Over the summer, a small, dedicated
group of employees developed and implemented “Best for the Nest,”
a comprehensive set of health and safety protocols that guided UNCW
through the fall semester.

27%

In August, Hurricane Isaias made landfall in southeastern North Carolina
and, although damage to our main campus was far less than the
challenges caused by Hurricane Florence in 2018, the storm still created
obstacles for our community to overcome. Overall, Hurricane Isaias
caused 16 deaths and $4.8 billion in damage in the U.S. (Source: NOAA)
When facing these challenges, our faculty, staff and students devised
creative solutions and sustained UNCW’s focus on excellence in
academics, research, and campus and community engagement. UNCW
finished the fall semester with on-campus living and in-person instruction
as part of our overall efforts to continue our mission during the pandemic,
proving once again that Seahawks refuse to let anything get them down
for long. One way or another, we will always find ways to soar.

uncw.edu/bestnest

14%

of undergraduate courses
are face-to-face

are hybrid modality
(part online, part in-person)

59%

are in an online format
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Growth
with Quality
UNCW set a new enrollment record in 2020,
welcoming 17,915 students – including a record
3,265 graduate students – to campus for the fall
semester. UNCW also set an all-time high number
of Honors students enrolled; ACT range (23-27)
and a 6-year graduation rate of 74%. The graduate
student population continues to grow at doubledigit rates, a sign of high demand for the
university’s quality programs.
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74%
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Graduate students
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6-year graduation rate

Veterans Hall
The university, founded as a public
college for veterans returning from
World War II, paid homage to its
history in 2020, opening Veterans
Hall, the largest instructional building
on campus. Supported through the
successful passing of the Connect NC
Bond, UNCW broke ground on the
145,000-square-foot facility in 2018.
Veterans Hall houses the College of
Health and Human Services as well as
faculty and staff from the Department
of Chemistry and Biochemistry and
the Office of Military Affairs.

New Housing and
Parking Options
Dobo Hall
Two years after Hurricane Florence, UNCW reopened Dobo
Hall, the 110,000-square-foot science building that sustained
extensive damage during the storm. UNCW used the renovation
as an opportunity to reinvent Dobo, first opened in 1994, to
meet the demands of future-focused research in the biological,
chemical and environmental sciences.

Coming soon!
Film Studies Building,
Coastal Engineering Building
and Dining Hall

The university
opened Pelican
and Sandpiper
Halls in fall
2020, the first
two of four
new residential buildings. These stateof-the-art facilities include freshman
classrooms, maker spaces, study areas,
a convenience store and more. Once
completed, the buildings will anchor the
Seahawk Quad, a large, airy greenspace.
A fledging Seahawk statue, installed in
August, inspires a whole new generation
of Seahawks to take flight at UNCW.

Achievements
Students
& Alumni

Science Advances
Mark England, a postdoctoral research fellow at UNCW and the
Scripps Institution of Oceanography at the University of California
San Diego, teamed up with colleagues at both institutions to lead
a project funded by the National Science Foundation that lays the
groundwork for incorporating the impact of Antarctic icebergs into
global climate models. Their findings were published Dec. 16 as
the cover article of the journal Science Advances.

Marae Lindquist ’25 – Doctoral student and
recipient of the National Estuarine Research
Reserve System’s Margaret A. Davidson
Graduate Fellowship

Rachel Castro ’17 – Fulbright-funded English
Teaching Assistant Program participant

Ashton Cloer ’22 and Ryan Walsh ’22 –
Honors students and NOAA Hollings Scholars

Grace Meile ’22, Billy Morrow ’20, Diana
Mattson ’21, Jonelle Lytton ’21, and Sophia
Brown ’23 – recipients of the U.S. Department
of State’s Benjamin A. Gilman International
Scholarship

Juan Zuluaga ’20, senior biology major –
recipient of National Science Foundation
Graduate Research Fellowship

A National
Champion
Devontae Cacok ’19, who
joined the Los Angeles Lakers
in the NBA's bubble in July
and played a role in the storied
franchise's 17th title, became
first UNCW alumnus to win
win an NBA championship.

Ecotone – UNCW’s literary
magazine was one of five finalists
for the 2020 American Society of
Magazine Editors Award for Fiction,
alongside The New Yorker, Paris
Review, McSweeney's and Zoetrope:
All Story; it was also a finalist for the
Community of Literary Magazines
and Presses Firecracker Awards
in the category of “Magazines,
General Excellence.”

Faculty

First in NC – The Coral REEF
lab at UNCW’s Center for Marine
Science has induced coral spawning
in captivity, the first lab in North
Carolina to do so. Nicole Fogarty,
assistant professor in the Department
of Biology and Marine Biology,
leads the lab.

Sabrina Cherry, assistant professor of
public health – Received the Franklin H.
Williams Award from the Peace Corps

Stellar Research
$2.66 Million

Assistant Professor of Nursing Hayley Estrem was part of a
$2.66M study of chronic feeding disorders among infants and
young toddlers. The project was funded by the National Institute
for Nursing Research of the National Institutes of Health.

Martin Posey, professor of biology
and marine biology – Received the
Governor James E. Holshouser Jr.
Award for Excellence in Public Service
from the UNC Board of Governors

Julie-Ann Scott-Pollock,
communication studies professor
and director of performance studies –
Received the Lilla A. Heston Award for
Outstanding Scholarship in Interpretation
and Performance Studies from the
National Communication Association

Alison Taylor, professor of biology
and marine biology – Named a Fellow
of the Marine Biological Association

$2.4 Million

Since 2019, UNCW has received $2.4M from the
U.S. Department of Justice for the National Drug
Court Resource Center. The funding was awarded
to sociology and criminology faculty members
Kristen DeVall and Christina Lanier.

$925,975

Assistant Professor of Coastal Engineering
Ryan Mieras received $925,975 from the
National Science Foundation to develop
an instrument for measuring sand movement
at shorelines, leading to the development of
guidelines for more resilient coastal communities.

Support for Research
Psychologist Joe Paight ’83 made a
$200,000 gift commitment to the Department
of Psychology to support student scholarships
and the department’s General Psychotherapy
and Assessment Clinic. The clinic offers
affordable psychological services to the
local community while providing clinical
opportunities for doctoral student clinicians.

Achievements
1 of 27

Staff

Van Dempsey, dean of UNCW’s Watson
College of Education – Appointed to serve
on Governor Roy Cooper’s DRIVE Task Force
for equity and inclusion in the education field

Chancellor Jose V. Sartarelli – Recognized
with inclusion on the “Power 100” list by
Business North Carolina

Najee Wise, an academic advisor in
University College – Named the National
Society of Collegiate Scholars Founding
Chapter Advisor of the Year

Division for Student Affairs – UNCW was one
of only 27 universities nationally recognized
as a “most promising place to work in student
affairs” by Diverse: Issues in Higher Education.

A Warm Welcome
UNCW welcomed James J. Winebrake in July as
Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. An
award-winning educator and experienced administrator,
Winebrake previously served as Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts at the Rochester Institute of Technology in
Rochester, NY.

A Heartfelt Farewell
In June, UNCW announced the loss of the beloved Vice
Chancellor for Student Affairs Pat Leonard. Known among
generations of students as “VCPL,” she was a part of UNCW
for 37 years. During that time, UNCW graduated 90 percent of
our alumni. She built one of the most prestigious divisions of
student affairs in the country and was well-known among her
peer professionals in student affairs, both in North Carolina and
throughout higher education, as a collegial, thoughtful partner
in so many meaningful endeavors. She is deeply missed.

Renewal
and Change
In July 2020, UNCW launched the Chancellor’s Renewal
and Change Accountability Committee to work with the
university’s administration to develop strategies and propose
solutions to address issues of diversity, equity and inclusion.
Chancellor Sartarelli also announced an initiative to raise
$1 million for additional diversity scholarships, making an
initial contribution to kick off the effort. The committee’s
action items stem from a list of needs related to diversity and
equity presented to the administration in June by leaders in
Black student organizations, the African American Graduate
Association and the Black Faculty and Staff Association.

uncw.edu/diversity

Named for Longtime
Supporters: Mohin-Scholz
LGBTQIA Resource Office
UNCW received a major gift commitment from John Scholz ’84
and his spouse, Dr. Anil Mohin, to aid UNCW’s efforts in supporting
diversity and inclusion on campus. The gift provides funding to expand
services and much-needed space for the LGBTQIA Resource Office.
The university expanded the resource office’s location to allow for
flexible programming space for student meetings, breakout sessions,
co-programming or to function as a conference room, among
other improvements.

Office of the Chancellor
601 South College Road

•

Wilmington, NC 28403-5931

An Unprecedented
Commencement
UNCW held its first-ever virtual commencement
in December to celebrate the accomplishments
of more than 5,000 graduates in the Class of 2020.
To help these Seahawks feel as recognized and
celebrated as if there was an in-person ceremony,
the university organized an initiative to make a
“commencement box” for each graduate. With
the help of campus and community volunteers,
all boxes, each containing a diploma certificate
holder, two official commencement programs
and UNCW keepsakes, were packed and
mailed before the ceremonies.
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