The Year in Review
UNCW hosted more than 400 international students and scholars from sixty different countries this year! In
addition to an increase in students, the largest growth was in the area of international faculty and visiting
scholars. This year, sixty international scholars joined UNCW from more than twenty nations. ISSS provides
these students and scholars with immigration and personal advising and designs programs to help them maximize
their experience at UNCW. On the following pages you’ll see some of the exciting programs we coordinated this
year along with highlights of student experiences. We’d like to express our sincerest thanks to all of you who
support our international community and look forward to working with you in the coming year.
International Faculty & Staff
Total: 60

International Students at UNCW—Academic Year 2013/2014
Total: 350
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IN THEIR WORDS: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS SHARE
THEIR STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE
Sergei Ivanov

Sammy Platt

I am a student at the Russian Presidential Academy of
National Economy and Public Administration. I study International
Affairs and Political Science. Coming to study at UNCW was one of
the best decisions of my life. I learned a lot, not only in terms of my
studies and classes, but also about Americans and American life,
which is essential for a future diplomat.
I really enjoyed my classes; all of them were really
informative and included a lot of interaction among students and
professors. I enjoyed listening to American students' opinions and
expressing my own views and we ended up having great
conversations. The atmosphere of studying in the Randall Library
was also really cool! I think one of the best things about UNCW that
you can find everything you need here. I wanted to practice my
Spanish, so I joined the Spanish Conversation Club and found lots of
friends there. I also joined the Russian Club where I met my best
American friend: he studies Russian, so we practiced the language
together. I was invited to several classes to share my culture and to
practice Russian with the students. I really liked these meetings,
and the students' Russian skills were really good, thanks to their
awesome teachers!
Wilmington is a really interesting and fun city! Every time I
visited downtown I found something new, but the best part of
Wilmington is definitely the beautiful beaches! My Russian friend
and I started our beach season the first week of March (yes, we are
Russians), when we went swimming at Carolina Beach and we
really enjoyed the water and the sun. The students at UNCW must
have a lot of willpower if they are able to study living near to the
sunny beaches. When I wasn't studying, I was usually hanging out
with my friends, and I had
many fun nights out in
Wilmington. I was really
surprised to find
nightclubs with Russian
names: "Pravda" means
"Truth" and "Sputnik"
means "Satellite".
Studying abroad
at UNCW gave me lots of
new skills and knowledge,
but the main reason I
really love Wilmington and
UNCW is my friends! I will
really miss these amazing
people and I hope to meet
them again.

When I first signed up for Study Abroad at UNCW,
I had no idea what to expect. I had been to America before
traveling to Wilmington, but did not know how different
college life would be in comparison to England.
The campus itself was much bigger. Something was
constantly happening, whether it was sports, tie-dyeing,
concerts, bake sales, etc. A day at UNCW was never the
same twice.
The classroom format consisted of only ‘seminars’
for me as an English major. I preferred this to lectures, as
the setting is extremely informal. In my classes I got to
speak and have much more of an opinion and because of
that, I feel like I was able to meet so many people in my
classes and was more comfortable in asking my professors
for help. The subject choice as an English major was huge. I
chose subjects ranging from Journalism to African
American Literature to Reading Popular Culture. I was able
to gain a better understanding of what I was really
interested in and what I wanted to pursue for a future
career.
One of the best things about Study Abroad was
the people. I never thought that saying goodbye to the
friends I had lived, worked, travelled, laughed and cried
with for the past year would be so difficult. I got the
opportunity to see Los Angeles, New York, Washington DC,
Miami, Asheville and many other places during my time at
UNCW. Some of these memories will stay with me forever,
even more so because of the people I traveled with.
I cannot imagine my Study Abroad experience at
any other place than UNCW. I was made to feel so
welcome by everyone and made the place my home.

IN THEIR WORDS: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS SHARE
THEIR STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE
Jose Maria Valle Narciso
I am an exchange student from Spain. It has been
such a pleasure to be an international student at UNCW.
This year has not only shaped my personality, but it has also
given me a wider perspective about the world. I got to
experience a whole new culture—American culture—and
also bits from other cultures through different people from
many different countries. It is remarkable how we,
international students, adapt so quickly to the American
way.
Classes, for instance, are different here than back
home. Professors are a lot closer to students, they know
your name and care about your learning, and the classes are
much smaller. There is a lot more homework in the U.S., and
professors monitor your attendance, but that also helps with
learning. I will never forget how helpful and understanding
all my professors have been.
As an international student, I have also had the
opportunity to attend some memorable events organized by
the Office of International Programs. I was able to
experience an American Thanksgiving dinner, and see New
York City. I also went camping on the beach, and saw an
American football game, both very unique experiences!
In short, international students are always dealing with
bittersweet situations. It is extraordinary to have so many
interesting, mind-opening experiences, which will forever
remain etched in your mind. Those memories will always be
linked to amazing friends, and although all of them will
forever remain in our hearts and form a part of who we are
for we all embarked on this journey together, the fact that
we are now going our own separate ways is going to leave a
big void in our lives.

Bohyun Kim
Even though it’s been a few months now since I
got back to my home country, South Korea, I still miss and
think about the fall semester at UNCW every day. The night
before I left for the US in August was full of “what ifs.”
What if I can’t make any friends there? What if I can’t
understand anything at all in class? What if it’s just too
tough for me? I couldn’t believe I was going to the other
side of the world all by myself. However, I can now say that
I really did not have to worry at all because going to UNCW
was the best choice I have ever made.
The biggest worry I had was classes. In my
country, classes are more about listening to professors and
taking notes. But in the US, it’s more about participation
and communication with professors and classmates. Since
my English was not perfect and I was simply not used to
that kind of classroom environment, I was very worried
and nervous on the first day. The most important thing for
me was to get accustomed to the new environment, and
what helped me a lot was the professors. They were
always looking out for me because they knew it would be a
little bit harder for me to keep up in class. Their kindness
and concern made me feel comfortable and less nervous in
my classes and thanks to them I was able to finish my
exchange semester with good grades.
UNCW’s Office of International Programs was
really awesome. There were many things that were quite
helpful for me, but if I have to choose one it would have to
be the class called Seminar for International Students
(INT292). Visiting a local school, hospital, and downtown
was not only interesting but also a great opportunity to get
to know about Wilmington and make other international
friends.
I wish I could have stayed longer than just one
semester. I was very lucky to have chosen UNCW when
applying for the exchange student program. UNCW gave
me precious memories that I will never forget and
wonderful friends to whom I feel even closer with after we
left UNCW and were scattered all over the world. Thank
you UNCW, I miss you so much!
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IN THEIR WORDS: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS SHARE
THEIR STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE
Ann Gela Ukena
I’m a 21-year-old TransAtlantic Business School
Alliance (TABSA) student from Germany. I came to
Wilmington in August 2013 and I fell in love instantly. This
little beach town offers a completely different lifestyle than
what I’m used to in Germany, which makes this experience
very exciting. In my opinion, living in another country is all
about experiences in general—viewing things from a
different perspective and, by getting out of your comfort
zone, learning more about yourself and life.
Wilmington is full of open, loving Southern
friendliness. No matter if you know the person or not,
people always greet you with “Hi, how are you?” I can’t
count the times I’ve gotten into a conversation with people
I have never met before and will probably never see again.
I like how people are much more open compared to what
I’m used to in Germany. Since I’ve been here I have tried to
experience as many new things as I possibly can, things I
have never done before. I am passionate about sports—
rowing, beach volleyball, and basketball. Right after I came
to the US I met a girl who was the president of the UNCW
Triathlon team and before I knew it, I bought a race bike
and two weeks later I found myself in a car with eight
other athletes on the way to the USA Mid-Atlantic
Regionals Championships in Triathlon in Maryland. We had
an amazing trip, and I decided to keep doing triathlons. I
have already participated in two other races and am
training for half Ironman distance to challenge myself
more.

For fall break, I went to NYC. We stayed at a
hostel right beside the Central Park. We had a fantastic
trip: went to Madame Tussauds, ate NY cheese cake, drove
to Brooklyn and ate pizza at a famous pizzeria, walked over
the Brooklyn Bridge, saw the Statue of Liberty, walked up

and down 5th Avenue, and went to the Rockefeller Center at
night to see the city by night. It was so beautiful with all the
lights; it was definitely the most beautiful moment!
One day, during my second semester, I got a text
from my friend Cameron asking me to come check out a
runway show on campus. I had only 15 minutes before my
next class, but I wanted to see it anyway. After I got there I
realized that it was not a runway show but an audition for
the UNCW Collegiate Fashion Week. When Cameron and
another organizer tried to convince me to sign up, I said no
because I’m not tall enough or a size 0. The organizers said
that this project was all about experience, getting to know
yourself better and being more comfortable representing
yourself, learning what a professional resume looks like, how
to behave in an interview, and general tips about the
business world. The fashion show was just the grand finale.
The whole experience was so much fun and I learned so
much! After the show, Cameron even convinced me to sign
up for a “real” fashion show, the Wilmington Fashion Week.
At first, wearing the designer clothes, getting hair and make
up done, having runway training and fittings with all the
beautiful models with their perfect bodies was very
uncomfortable for me, but even though I was scared I did it
and ended up having a good time. The event was coorganized with local designer stores, which made it all the
more special and successful. We had different shows from
beach to nightlife themes, and nearly every show was
completely sold out. Backstage was an organized chaos: just
imagine the hair and make-up artists, the event organizers,
the designers, and around 30 nervous models trying to
change outfits under a time pressure—it was magnificent!
There have been many times I have felt lost and
confused—even scared. Trying new things and traveling to
strange places can be intimidating, but I am proud of myself
for having done all these things: I had a lot of fun, met so
many interesting and nice people, gained confidence, and—
most importantly—I have a story to tell!

IN THEIR WORDS: INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS SHARE

5

THEIR STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE
Pernille Larsen
I’m an international graduate student who just
finished the first year of my MFA in Creative Writing. I could
tell you about all the poems and stories I read and all the
papers I graded as part of my teaching assistantship, but that
probably wouldn’t be that interesting to you. Instead, I’ve
made a list of all the fun things I’ve done this past year that I’d
recommend to other internationals:
Attend the Miss New Hanover County Pageant. In
addition to experiencing the spectacle and bizarre traditions
of a local beauty pageant, you will also get a chance to win a
prize. This year, the big win was a pink Hello Kitty bicycle. It
didn’t go to me and I still feel robbed.
Dedicate an entire day to the USS North Carolina
Battleship. During Spring Break, I visited the ship with my
aunts whose coffee cravings prevented me from exploring the
ship in full. If you’re at all interested in maritime history, you
can easily spend the whole day inside this gigantic ship.
Listen to the enormously talented writers of the MFA
program who do readings around Wilmington about four
times each semester. Whether you’re into creative nonfiction, fiction, or poetry (or all of them), there’ll be
something for you. If you’re ever walking around in Kenan
Hall, look at the bulletin boards for information about
upcoming readings.
Participate in the Intercultural Week. Bring one of
your national treats for your booth, preferably one that will
make the visitors shake their heads in disbelief and ask you
where the trash can is.
Pig out at Casey’s Buffet! As their sign says, they
have pigs feet everyday – what are you waiting for? Casey’s
has all the fried stuff that will stop your heart. They cook their
food in fatback so it’s a no-go for vegetarians. However, if
you’re a carnivore, try Casey’s and get a taste of soul food.
They don’t have collards, hushpuppies, and fried chicken
gizzards where I’m from.

Reconnect with your kiddie self at Jungle Rapids
Family Fun Park. I tried Laser Tag for the first time at Jungle
Rapids at the tender age of 25. My assassin name was Sniper
and still I placed last on Team Purple and Gold’s post-tag list
of laser killers. Maybe you can do better?
Scout Whole Foods next year in February for their
special Valentine’s Day pizza. Chocolate, marshmallows, and
strawberries – what more could you want on a pizza?

Treat yourself to the crab dip and/or Crab-a-Roni at the Dock
Street Oyster Bar downtown. Crab dip is not a dish I have found
anywhere in Denmark so I’ve made it a rule to go to the Dock Street
Oyster Bar at least once a semester and treat myself. It’s truly
delicious. Also, the restaurant’s décor is pretty singular and on the
back of each chair is written a description that temporarily applies to
the guest. As a poetry candidate in the MFA program, I always look for
the “Lousy Poet” chair. Find yours!
Visit Lake Waccamaw State Park (about an hour’s drive from
Wilmington). If you go on a sunny day, get in and swim in the
sparkling tea-colored water. It’ll probably be the best golden shower
you’ll ever take!

Pouguiniseli Elyse Tankoano
I am from Bobo-Dioulasso,
Burkina Faso. I never thought that I would
visit the US , let alone study there. Taking
up this challenge to study abroad and
learn a new culture was rewarding. I would
describe my four and a half years at
UNCW as challenging and amazing.
I started at UNCW as an English as
a Second Language (ESL) student. The ESL
program helped me challenge myself to learn well the language and
the US customs. After this challenging and rewarding semester of
intensive English classes, I enrolled as a degree-seeking student at
UNCW because I fell in love with UNCW. The education system here
is different from that in Burkina Faso. I had to get used to more
regular exams, homework and finals at the end of each semester but
all the effort that I put in my school work was worth it at the end.
Four years have gone so quickly. I graduated with a BS in
Chemistry and a minor in Mathematics. One of the highlights of my
undergraduate career is my honor work in Biochemistry. I was able
to gain some research experience and write an honor thesis on the
thermodynamics of sphingomyelin and cholesterol. I really value the
relationships that I was able to have with my professors. They helped
me develop academically and as a person. Also, the cultural
organizations such as the African Student Organization and the
community services that I was involved in broadened my views of the
world and taught me to appreciate more diversity. I made friends
from all around the world. Moreover, I enjoyed contributing to
classroom discussions, panels and workshops on international
matters. I am planning to go to graduate school to study food
science. My experience here at UNCW helped shape my goals to use
my skills to give back to underprivileged regions, especially my home
country. These moments in Wilmington are unforgettable. I will
always cherish the time, the relationships and the lessons that I have
learned throughout this great journey.
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EVENTS, TRIPS, AND GATHERINGS!
ISSS organizes cross-cultural programs and events in conjunction with the International Student
Organization and coordinates the Host Family Program which gives international students and
community members the opportunity to get to know one another. Our vibrant international student
community makes it possible for the UNCW students, faculty, and staff, as well as the local community
at large, to take part in a global experience and engage in cultural exchange. The following are a few of
the events we organized this year.

We rented a couple of vans and headed to Chapel Hill to see UNC play ECU. There’s
nothing more American than a road-trip to see a college football game!

International students and their
American friends visited the home of
a host family for an evening of
American fun. Internationals and
Americans toasted hotdogs and
s'mores over an open fire while they
played games, chatted, and learned
about each other’s cultures. Thanks
to the Merritt family!

Every year, a group of UNCW faculty members and their
friends host a Thanksgiving dinner for the international
students at a beautiful home on the Intracoastal
Waterway. It is a chance for the students to experience
an American tradition, and for the American hosts to
learn about other countries’ holiday traditions.
Thanksgiving dinner is always a full house gathering,
and this year was no exception!

EVENTS, TRIPS, AND GATHERINGS!
A group of international students
visited Forest Hills Global
Elementary School to read to
children and talk about their
cultures. One student from China
(pictured) even taught the students
tai chi!

The Assistant Provost of International Programs
hosted a dinner for international students and
UNCW faculty and senior administration.

In January, we
took a sunset
boat cruise down
the Cape Fear
River.

During fall
break, we
took 40
international
students to
New York City.

UNCW international students were selected to participate
in a one-day student leadership program. By engaging in
conversation rich with global perspectives, students
considered powerful questions that move them towards
social action. Students (left to right) from Finland, Trinidad
& Tobago, Denmark, Burkina Faso, Kenya, India,
Switzerland, and Ireland.
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21st ANNUAL INTERCULTURAL WEEK
UNCW celebrated the rich diversity found in Wilmington during its 21st annual Intercultural Week February 17-22, 2014. We had more than twenty lectures, performances, films and panel discussions throughout the week, bringing together people from
many backgrounds. The celebration culminated in Saturday’s Intercultural Festival, a
full day of international music, dance, food, and exhibits representing countries from
around the world, creating a global experience right here on campus!

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ATHLETES
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Soaring to Seahawk Country
Athletes from outside the U.S. make up a big part of UNCW’s international student population. The biggest recruiter is by
far men’s tennis, and the soaring team keeps scooping up awards every season. Other sports that recruit from abroad are women’s
tennis, women’s golf, and both men’s and women’s soccer. The main recruitment areas are Canada and Europe, but students come
from all over the world.
The recruitment relies heavily on the coaches’ connections, and usually they get approached by a recruiting agent or a
coach who has a promising athlete about to finish their secondary education. In rare cases, the coach will travel to the prospect’s
home country to see them, but most often the recruitment relies on stats sheets and video recordings of their performances. Once
the coach decides to offer the prospective student a place on the team, the NCAA Eligibility Center has to approve the student: this
is often a lengthy and complicated process due to paperwork and timelines. Once the NCAA approves the student athlete, they can
start acquiring their visa and plan their travel to Wilmington.
Most student athletes come for a full four years, and they live on-campus at least for their freshman year. The adaptation
process can be hard, due to cultural differences, and the heavy training schedule: student athletes will start their training right
away upon arrival, and before the semester starts, the athletes will do what’s called “two-a-days,” where they practice twice a day.
Student athletes will have to learn excellent time and stress management skills, and sometimes the adaptation process takes the
whole first semester. Once the international athletes get settled, however, they usually perform outstandingly both academically
and in their sport.
International student athletes bring much-needed diversity to UNCW campus, and they also boost up the athletics’ GPA:
most international athletes maintain a GPA between 3.5-3.8. Their U.S. teammates love having international students on their
teams, and overall, the international athletes make a great difference on campus. Generally, the international student athletes get
excellent scholarships, most often from 70% to full-ride, and can therefore devote their time to athletics and academics. While
some students go on to working in the U.S., most students come to UNCW to get a great degree while improving in their sport, and
then return home to apply what they learned here to their careers. Kenneth Jones, Compliance Coordinator for UNCW Athletics,
says that international recruitment is on the rise, so we can expect to see a more global Seahawk team in the future!

Olga Blank, Tennis (Winnipeg, Canada)
International Student Athletes’
First-Team AII-CAA Doubles
Accomplishments
Second-Team AII-CAA Singles
Most Improved Player (co)
Angie Sekely, Tennis (Mississauga, Canada)
First-Team AII-CAA Singles
Third-Team AII-CAA Doubles
CAA Player-of-the-Year
Thomas V. Moseley Award
The Catalyst Award (co)
Annika Sillanpää, Tennis (Tampere, Finland)
CAA Rookie-of-the-Year
Second-Team AII-CAA Singles
Valtteri Halonen, Swimming (Kouvola, Finland)
Sam O'Leary Outstanding Swimmer Award
CAA champion in Men's 200-Yard Freestyle Relay
AII-CAA in five events
Rafael Aita, Tennis (Lima, Peru)
First-Team AII-CAA Singles
First-Team AII-CAA Doubles
CAA Player-of-the-Year
Thomas V. Moseley Award
Sam Williams, Tennis (Bristol, England)
First-Team AII-CAA Singles
First-Team AII-CAA Doubles
Kaue Pereira, Tennis (Santos, Brazil)
Second-team AII-CAA Doubles
Pedro Mol, Tennis (Amsterdam, The Netherlands)
Most Valuable Team Member
First-Team AII-CAA Doubles
Second-Team AII-CAA Singles
Santtu Leskinen, Tennis (Helsinki, Finland)
Second-Team AII-CAA Singles
Christiaan Van der Burgh, Tennis (Stellenbosch, South Africa)
Sportsmanship Award
Jeanne Metivier, Golf (Arcachon, France)
CAA All-Academic Team
Annette Lyche, Golf (Baerum, Norway)
First-Team AII-CAA
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Spotlight on ISSS Program Coordinators
Most never realize how much work goes on behind the
scenes to prepare for the arrival of hundreds of international students and scholars each year. ISSS coordinates and
processes applications, visa paperwork, airport pick-ups,
orientation, advising, events and excursions, and the list
goes on. The ISSS team would be lost without the dedicated energy and commitment of our Program Coordinator.
We would like to say a huge THANK YOU to our 13/14
Program Coordinator, Tiff Campbell, and introduce you to
our 14/15 Program Coordinator, Katja Huru. Please join us
in thanking them for the wonderful work they do!

Tiff Campbell
Tiff, a Seahawk through and through, did her
undergraduate degree at UNCW’s Cameron School of
Business, and studied abroad three times in Germany. She is
currently doing her Master’s in Higher Education Leadership
right here at UNCW, and hopes to pursue a career in ISSS
after she graduates.
Tiff is passionate about international education,
and has volunteered with incoming exchange students
every year. She is always willing to help and goes above and
beyond to mentor the international students in academics,
traveling, or the best places to get chicken wings. Tiff is a
chauffeur and a travel guide for the students, and this year
she was hired as a Program Coordinator for the ISSS. Her job
was to organize all the fun stuff, like trips to football games
and shopping, bowling nights, and other entertainment.
This summer, Tiff is doing an internship in
Australia, at the University of Canberra’s International
Office, where she is no doubt recruiting more students to
come to UNCW. We welcome her back with open arms for
the Fall 2014 International Student Orientation!

UNCW
Office of International Programs
International Student &
Scholar Services
http://www.uncw.edu/
international
910-962-3685

Katja Huru
I have been waiting for my letter of admission to
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry since 1997.
After it started to become more and more obvious that
there must have been a clerical error in admissions,
seeing as students usually enroll at the age of eleven and I
was rapidly approaching forty, I started looking at other
options. I applied and got accepted to the University of
Oulu English Philology program in Finland, where I’m
from, and as a part of that program I did a semester as an
exchange student at UNCW. On a whim I took a class
called Contemporary Fairy Tales: Grave-Robbing for a
Wedding Gown with the Graduate Liberal Studies
program. That’s when I realized that adult learners of
magic enrolled in the GLS program at UNCW. I had found
my home.
I was accepted to UNCW’s Graduate School, and
enrolled in my first classes in August, 2012. After six years
in an English program, accompanied with extensive
minors in Swedish and Education, the Liberal Studies
program was like a spring breeze airing out the Norton
Anthology of my brain. A whole new world opened up to
me: I was finally able to write about what I was interested
in in a style that felt more natural to me than the strict
traditions required in linguistics and literacy scholarship.
UNCW has awarded me opportunities to get involved in
academic and extracurricular activities, and I have been
able to create a vast network of contacts—and friends—
and grow as a writer, researcher, and a person. I
graduated with a Master of Arts in Liberal Studies in May,
2014 after the best two years of my life and look forward
to beginning the next chapter as ISSS
Program Coordinator!

